Summer greetings from Pastor Rick!
Summer is here! Alleluia! And Christ is still risen as well! Thanks be to God!
We mention God the Father, Son (Jesus) and Holy Spirit all the time in the
church, as well we should, or we would not be the church. This made me think
about our question for this month (remember I tackle something we say and/or do
in church each month asking, ‘why do we say or do this or that?’) …
Why do we refer to God the way that we do? How should we refer to God?
Well, we have Martin Luther who answers the ‘how’ part of this question in
a way with his explanation of the second commandment (you shall not make
wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God). Luther explains we should “use
that very name [of God] in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give
thanks to God.”
Okay, great. But what ways does God want us to refer to God as?

Traditionally, we know that answer to be God of course, but through most of
history we’ve used titles such as Father, Father God, God our Father, and so on.
Jesus has always been referred to as ‘Jesus’ of course, and the Holy Spirit
traditionally has also been known as the Holy Ghost (remember that from the
Service Book and Hymnal?) And traditionally, the pronouns that have been used
have been male with a capital letter (He, Him, His).
But I want to challenge you to think beyond this. And I say that for a few
reasons. First, God is so far beyond any names, pronouns, and words that we
human beings have in our limited vocabulary and understanding to fully describe
God or give a title to God. Second, if we are made in God’s image, and we only
use male descriptors to refer to God, isn’t that limiting God? Aren’t women also
made in God’s image? And third, God calls us to love others as God loves us. If we
use limiting words to describe God, we are in effect limiting our understanding of
what - and who - it is that God calls us to love. Using patriarchal language to
describe God shuts out whole groups of people. We certainly don’t want to do that.
This can be challenging to think about. But our understanding of God and God’s
call in our lives is always growing and evolving. I invite you to grow in this way
this summer. Let’s work on how we can grow in God’s love, move past limiting
words, and evolve in how God is calling us in new ways to love and grow together.
So, in answering our question above, we refer to God in ways that are life-giving,
affirming, welcoming and inclusive of all. You’ll notice I did not use male
pronouns here in describing God. And we can refer to God as God, or Creator, or
Father (if you like) or even Mother. I tend to use God as God’s own pronoun. So
long as your descriptor is honoring and not limiting of God’s boundless love for
all, then roll with it! Try it over the summer. It may be awkward at first, but a big
part of loving others as God loves us is overcoming the awkwardness of living
deeper into loving others and living into authentically loving others as God created
them. Blessings in the challenge, and as we enjoy summer in WNY!

Pastor Rick MG
By the way: I also hope that you are challenging yourself with Trinity’s Summer
Book Challenge and reading White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to
Talk About Racism by Robin Diangelo. Let me know how your reading is going for
you. If you’re finding this a real challenge, if you’re finding hope and life, how are
you finding the difficult parts of this book…let’s be in conversation. Remember
our September Adult Forum session will be a conversation together about this

book.
If you’re looking for more reading on how to love and care for our neighbors
on the East Side of Buffalo and all our neighbors of color, here’s a list of other
book titles you can check out to help us understand better and to better be an ally
for those who have suffered too long from racism and white supremacy. This list
comes from the Upstate New York Synod Racial Justice Taskforce as a resource for
further reading, and as you can see, it’s long. Any one book can get you started – if
one catches your eye head over to your local library!
America’s Original Sin – Jim Wallis
Killers of the Dream – Lillian Smith
The New Jim Crow – Michelle Alexander
Just Mercy – Bryan Stevenson
Born a Crime – Trevor Noah
Between the World and Me – TaNehisi Coates
When I was a Slave – Norman R. Yetman, Editor
Waking up White – Debby Irving
Dear Church – Lenny Duncan
The Corner – David Simon
Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. – Clayborne Carson
The Cross and the Lynching Tree – James Cone
Same Kind of Different as Me – Ron Hall, Denver Moore
The Other Wes Moore – Wes Moore
Twelve Years a Slave – Solomon Northrup
White Trash – Nancy Isenberg
The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman – Ernest Gaines
The Short & Tragic Life of Robert Peace – Jeff Hobbs
Small Great Things – Jody Picoult
The Watsons Go To Birmingham – Christopher Paul Curtis
To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee
Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life – Karen Armstrong
Rethinking Incarceration – Dominique Gilliard
Before the Mayflower – Leron Bennet
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City – Matthew Desmond
Being White: Finding Our Place in a Multiethnic World – Paul Harris, Doug
Schaupp
The Bush was Blazing but Not Consumed – Eric Law
The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother – James
McBride
United by Faith: The Multiracial Congregation as an Answer to the Problem of

Race – Curtiss Paul DeYoung, Michael O. Emerson, et.al.
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other
Conversations about Race – Beverly Daniel Tatum
The Church Enslaved: A Spirituality for Racial Reconciliation – Tony Campolo
and Michael Battle
Dismantling Racism: The Continuing Challenge to White America – Joseph
Barndt
Enter the River: Healing Steps from White Privilege Toward Racial
Reconciliation – Jody Miller
The Heart of Racial Justice: How Soul Change Leads to Social Change – Brenda
Salter McNeil, Rick Richardson
Understanding White Privilege – Frances Kendal

LIVESTREAMING AVAILABLE
*Note there will not be a live stream on the dates of Worship in The
Park: June 26, July 17th, 31st, and August 28th.
Not able to make it to worship service in person? Don’t forget to join us Sunday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. on our livestream. To access it, go to www.youtube.com, type in
‘Trinity Akron’ in the search bar, and you should find our page. Then click on the day’s
worship to watch from home.
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram if you haven’t already! On
Facebook we are: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Newstead. On Instagram
we are trinityakronny.
Your friendly Covid reminder: Do not come to church if you are feeling ill in the slightest.
Let’s keep doing what we’ve been doing so well, loving and caring for our neighbors.

Upcoming:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 8th @ 6:00 pm – Pies in the Park
July 10th @ 10:45am – 150th planning committee meeting
July 17th at 10:30 – worship at Akron Falls Park and picnic
July 22nd at 10am – Historical Boat Tour
July 31st @ 9:30am worship at Russell Park
August 1-16th Pastor is away
August 7th @ 10:45am – 150th anniversary meeting
July 26th @ 7:00 – council
August 28th @ 9:30am worship at Russell Park

Campfire dates: July 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th;
August 17th, 24th & 31st

Summer book challenge: White Fragility: Why It's So
Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin
Diangelo. We will meet on September 18th!

Please Pray For…
Prayers are a powerful way to lift up people who are sick, injured or
suffering for God's healing. Let us know of names you would like to have the
church pray for, and we'll add them to the list here and in the Beacon. If you wish
for names to remain anonymous, you can let Pastor Rick know privately and he'll
pray for them silently. Names will remain in the bulletin and Beacon for around a
month unless you let us know to extend their listing or remove them sooner. There
is a list near the offering collection plate to write names down, or you can leave a
message with the church office.

The Hospitality Room
The hospitality room - and after-worship fellowship is going strong. Please
enjoy it as a place to converse and visit after worship. There is a sign-up sheet
available in the hospitality room if you'd be able to help with refreshments - or see
Paula Jendrowski. Please help us fill the remaining dates.

Trinity 'God's Work, Our Hands' t-shirts!
You can get yours now in the rear of the sanctuary for $10 each (cash or
checks to Trinity Ev. Luth. Church with 't-shirts' in the memo line). Great to wear
out and about...especially where we are going to be this summer in the 4th of July
Parade, Pies in the Park, the Boat Tour, etc. There is a limited assortment of sizes
from Youth Medium all the way up to Adult 2XL. First come, first served. Let
Pastor Rick know if your size has run out, we may order more if there’s enough
demand.

Sunday worship in Russell Park
Join us this summer as we worship together at Russell Park with Akron First
Methodist Church! Please bring a food or refreshment to share for fellowship time
after worship.
Dates: July 31st and August 28th all at 9:30 am.
*Note there will not be worship at Trinity on these Sundays

150th Anniversary Activities
Buffalo Historical Tour
As part of the 150th Anniversary Celebration year of Trinity, we are planning a day
trip to Buffalo’s constantly changing waterfront!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2022
TIME: 10:00 am – Approximately 5:00 pm
This day trip will include a boat ride, historical information about the wonderful
City, Canalside and Riverworks, transportation to and from downtown, and most
importantly, FELLOWSHIP with the friends and members of Trinity! The cost
will be $50 per person, payable to Sue Kidder. All are welcome! Bring your
friends and other family members. Please let Sue know if you will be attending as
soon as you know for sure. Thank You!
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS SUNDAY, JULY 10TH!

We apologize to those unable to make this date and time!

Anniversary Outdoor Worship & Picnic
On July 17th, we will have outdoor worship at 10:30 am at Akron Falls Park –
shelter #15.
(Take note – this outdoor worship is different – it’s not at Russell Park on Main
St. There will not be worship at Trinity that day.
To get there, turn onto Brooklyn St. off of Buell St. (right near Murder Creek) and
go into the park - shelter #15 is the first (and only) shelter you’ll see there. There
are also maps available in the Narthex.)
Following worship, we will have a pot luck lunch around noon, followed by games
and fellowship at 1:00. Stay as long as you like.
Hot dogs & buns, Tacos-in-a-bag, water and coffee will all be provided. Stay
tuned for a sign up sheet for they types of pot luck items needed.
Please feel free to bring: your own chair, outdoor games & your preferred

beverage.
We will also be having a White Elephant sale – please bring along items
that day for the sale: smaller items like home décor, jewelry, spa items, toys,
outdoor stuff, etc. – whatever you like!
Mark your calendars and be sure to join us for all the fun!

Akron Fourth of July Parade
Trinity is planning a float in Akron's Fourth of July Parade! You can help make it
happen. If you’d like to be in the parade, please see Christine Kumpf or David
Hofmeier, all are welcome!

Pies in the Park: Friday July 8th
The Akron Community Band invites you to come every Friday evening at
7:30 pm to hear them entertain you with music in Russel Park. Please bring your
own chairs. Area churches and organizations invite you to enjoy some tasty
desserts, with a cup of coffee or water each week as you listen to the band. Trinity
extends an invitation especially on Friday, July 8th.
You are asked to consider donating a pie (or two), cookies (6 to a package),
popcorn balls, etc. These items will be sold in the refreshment stand prior to,
during and following the concert.
If you plan on making a donation, please have your items to Trinity’s
kitchen by 6:00pm on Friday, July 8th, otherwise you are asked to bring your
donation(s) down to Russel Park on the corner of Main & Clinton Streets. There is
also a need for volunteers to serve customers, cut pies, plate them and bag the
cookies.
If you have any questions or can help by volunteering, please contact Donna
Kumpf or Jane Dorr.

Summer Book Challenge
As a part of our commitment to love and care for our neighbors, it’s
important to learn how to do this most effectively. And one of the most effective
ways we can help our siblings on the East Side of Buffalo is to learn why the
events of May 14th happened. Why was racism a leading cause? Why is racism still
an evil force so present in our world? What role can we play to help stamp out this
form of hate? That’s what this Summer Book Challenge will help us understand.
We are going to read together White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People
to Talk About Racism by Robin Diangelo. You can buy this book on Amazon or
Barnes & Noble as a paperback or e-book, and it can be found in both formats
through the Erie County Public Library.
We’ll check in during the summer from time to time to see how your reading is
going, and for our September Adult Forum after worship on September 18th, we’ll
take a look at the whole book and have a conversation around it.
There are many more books to read about white supremacy, racism and evils like it
– refer to the reading list in Pastor’s letter at the beginning of this Beacon for more
titles to read.

Summer Campfires Are Back!
We'll gather on select Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 pm for great
conversation, devotions, snacks and more around the campfire outdoors at church.
Dress for the weather, bring your own lawn chair, bug spray and a snack or drink
to share.
If there is rain one night, it will not cancel the night, but turn it into a movie night
instead!
2022 Campfire dates:
July 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th;
August 17th, 24th & 31st

LCLC Summer Camp
It's not too late to register for summer camp at Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center!
Programs for children and youth abound this summer. Grab a brochure in church
or go to www.lclcenter.org for more info. **Church families that register for camp
are able to receive financial assistance from the church! See Pastor Rick for details.

Adopt-a-flowerbed
Thank you to Trinity’s flowerbed volunteers who have been very busy
planting and maintaining their sections of the flowerbeds! Becky Fix, MaryLou
Groff, Tammy Johannes, Jennifer Kleparek, Lois Kruschke, Ronda Lauridsen and
Laura Pingitore have all done a wonderful job beautifying the exterior! Special
thanks to Frank Powell for donating the mulch!

Sidewalk Sale
Thank you to all of you who helped by donating, wrapping and volunteering
for the Buck-a-Box!

Hymn Shout-Out Sunday
Join us on July 10th and August 21st where we will take requests for the hymns on
the spot! Shout out your favorite one you want to hear. (Must be from the blue or
green book.)

Class of 2022 Graduate Recognition
Congratulations to the graduating seniors of the class of 2022!

May God

bless you on your new adventures.

First Communion and First Bible
For any child that is interested and ready to understand the meaning of
communion, we will be having a first communion class in the fall.
Also in the Fall, we will also be handing out first bibles to children 3rd grade and
up!
If you are interested in either activity for your child, please see Pastor for more
info and to sign up.

Looking Ahead to the Fall
Things will be picking up in the Fall again with:
• Sunday School resuming on September 11th at 10:45 am following worship.
It will be bi-monthly, continuing with September 25th, then October 9th and
October 23rd.
• Adult Forum resuming on September 18th. It will happen once a month
following with October 16th, November 13th and December 11th.
• Bible Study resuming on September 14th, following every Wednesday
through November 16th, from 6:30-7:30 pm.
• The Chowder Sale will take place on October 1st.

WI-FI
Trinity now has community Wi-Fi! To access it, go to ‘Trinity Guest’ on your
device, and then when prompted, enter the password: BeABeacon

AKRON-NEWSTEAD FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is doing heroic work feeding our neighbors in the community! If
you or someone you know is in need, here’s when the pantry is open:
➢ Food distribution is on the first Tuesday of each month, from 8:30-10:30am.
The next ones are: July 5th & August 2nd & September 6th
➢ Set up occurs on the day before each distribution starting at 8 am.
➢ Call Jean Dolph at 716-908-2306 or Sharon Waff at 585-599-3893 for
details.
➢ Would you like to volunteer? Sharon at sjwaff@yahoo.com.
➢ To donate monetarily, please make checks payable to: ‘Akron Newstead
Food Pantry

OFFICE HOURS:
Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. or by appointment
Pastor is away August 1-15th
Tracy: Thursdays 9:30 - 2 p.m.
Tracy is away August 1-6th

Be a Beacon - seeking and reflecting the light of the Lord!

JULY BIRTHDAYS:
1st - Carrie Palizay
2nd- Katie Kaminski
3rd- Jessie Coffta
4th - Melissa Francis
Beckett Barker
th
5 - Alexandra Eckerson
Valerie Infanti
th
6 - Morgan Infanti
7th- Barbara Edgar
Diane Hurne
Jacob Kendziora
Kylie Adamczak
th
10 - Cameron Infanti
13th- Annaleigh Kittel
14th- David Hofmeier
16th- Jurgen Arndt
17th- Brandon Fix
Amy Morgante
th
18 - Wyatt Francis
22nd - Bryan Kern
Marissa Brege
th
25 - Riley Polkowski
27th- Nicholas Greiner
Christine Johnson
th
28 - Michael Smith
29th - Bob Johannes
Kylie Adamczak
th
30 - Charles Hurne
JULY BAPTISMS OR ANNIVERSARIES:
21 - Tony & Lisa Kaminski
30 - Jim & Roberta Lobar
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS:
3rd- Amanda Morgante
10th- Isabelle Jones
Sophia Jones
nd
22 - Gordy Dorr
Luke Conschcafter
rd
23 - Jacalyn Morgante
26th- Linda Lawrie
29th- Roy Bauer
Flo Goeseke
th
30 - Sharon Francis

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES:
16 - Pastor Rick & Pastor Serena’s anniversary
th

22nd - Pastor Rick’s Ordination
5th - Norm & Sharon Waff
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