
 

 

Hello Trinity Family,
 

Advent and Christmas blessings! 

 

As you know, I usually answer a question about how or why we do things in 

church, and then throw a ‘by the way’ snippet at the end. If you have a question 

you want to challenge me with, please let me know and your question could be a 

future Beacon topic. 

 

Now, for this month’s question: What is going on at Trinity this holiday season? 

I’m so glad you asked! There’s a lot going on that you will want to read more 

about in the pages to follow. Some – but not all – of our activities include: 

The Reverse Advent Food Collection, Ring-A-Bell at Pixley’s and Wednesday 

night Advent Devotions!  Sunday School will be in session and Adult Forum too.  

Chrismon Sunday is December 18th, and the choir is busy rehearsing for our 

Christmas Eve services as well as caroling at the Octagon House!  And of course, 

our Christmas Eve services! Plus, you can join us Christmas morning at 9:30 for 

worship in your jammies! 

 



I hope you are as excited as I am about all that is to come as we eagerly anticipate 

celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. I hope you’ll be joining in and 

remember to spread God's love throughout the season! 

 

By the way: Thank you to all who made a difference in the life of Trinity in 2022! 

From worship and music leaders, to our council and staff, all the many hands who 

work behind the scenes with property care, care of finances, grounds, office, and 

all those who jumped in to help make sure all of our activities were a success 

(fundraisers, boat trip, anniversary picnic, fellowship times, etc.), and the many 

others who by just showing up added to the life of our church on South Newstead 

Road and well beyond, I give thanks to God for all of you! I’m looking forward to 

where God is leading us in 2023! 

 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick 

   

LIVESTREAMING AVAILABLE 
  

Not able to make it to worship service in person?  Don’t forget to join us Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 a.m. on our livestream.  To access it, go to www.youtube.com, type in 

‘Trinity Akron’ in the search bar, and you should find our page.  Then click on the day’s 

worship to watch from home.   

 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram if you haven’t already!  On 

Facebook we are: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Newstead.  On Instagram 

we are trinityakronny.   
 

Next council meeting: December 13th at 7:00 

 

Council & Committee Retreat: Rescheduled for January 21st  
 

Counters:    December: MaryLou, January: Donna, February: Jennifer 

http://www.youtube.com/


Please Pray For… 
Thanksgiving & celebration for: the birth of Theodore Trinadel 

 

The Friends & family of: Eli Frey 

 

Strength & Healing for: 

Adrienne Lillick – Pat Gardner’s sister’s great grandson - 16 yr old with 

pneumonia, serious bacterial infection  

Jim Walters– continued prayers for comfort and recovery  

Joanne Goeseke Taylor – healing 

Ward Bruning – knee surgery  

London & Grayson Krieger – RSV 

Donna Kumpf – lyme disease 

Olivia Kurkowski – 2 month old with RSV 

Carissa Jones – patience 

Harold Finger – recovery from surgery  
 

Prayers are a powerful way to lift up people who are sick, injured or suffering for God's healing. 

Let us know of names you would like to have the church pray for, and we'll add them to the list 

here and in the Beacon. If you wish for names to remain anonymous, you can let Pastor Rick 

know privately and he'll pray for them silently. Names will remain in the bulletin and Beacon for 

around a month unless you let us know to extend their listing or remove them sooner. There is a 

list near the offering collection plate to write names down, or you can leave a message with the 

church office  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



 
 

 
Christmastime 

 

Here’s our Christmas schedule! 

 

• Advent Devotions: Wednesday nights at 6:30pm  

• Christmas Eve: 6:00 & 8:00 pm 

• Christmas Day: 9:30 am – you can wear your pjs! 

• New Years Day: 9:30 am 

 

 

 

Reverse Advent Food  
Pantry Calendar 

In December, you’ll have an opportunity to support the Food Pantry with a little     

game – the Reverse Advent Calendar.  Here’s how it works:  each day there is an 

item on the countdown calendar to drop in the box in the narthex. At the end of 

the month each participant will have supported the food pantry with 24 new 

items! 

 
 

 
 

 



Poinsettias 
Poinsettia orders need to be called in soon, so don’t forget to fill out your form by 

this Sunday, December 4th.  Forms can be left in the church office in Tracy’s 

mailbox or in the offering plate.   

 

 
Advent Devotions 

Advent Devotions are underway on Wednesday evenings in the fellowship hall at 

6:30pm.  They will run for the four weeks of advent.  You can also join from home 

via Zoom, just contact Pastor Rick for the login info.  Please join us! 

 
 

Sunday School 
Our next Sunday School dates are December 4th & 18th. 

 

 

 
Rummage Sale Report 

Thank you to all who made donations for the church to sell! The downstairs St. 

John’s Hall was full with something for everyone! We made $1050.30 thus far. 

Tracy Dorr-Kittel is going to try to sell a couple items online. The remaining 

clothing was placed into the Clothing Shed here at Trinity. This will also help the 

youth account as the items in the shed are paid by poundage. As for the items that 

remain, they will go to another not-for-profit organization in the near future that 

Ronda Lauridsen is looking into. Many, many hands made light work for a 

successful 2022 Rummage Sale! Mary Lou Groff and Paula Jendrowski wish to 

thank all the volunteers that helped pull off the sale in less 

than a week! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 



Candlelight Evening at the  
Octagon House 

Trinity has been invited to provide some Christmas carol singing for the Octagon 

House's Candlelight evening on Sunday, December 4th from 5-8 pm. Come join 

us as we spread some holiday cheer at a wonderful event! Please let the church 

office or David Hofmeier know if you would like to come and be a part of the 

evening. 

 
Ring-A-Bell at Pixleys 

Trinity will be taking a day for Ring-A-Bell at Pixleys on December 2nd.  A sign-

up sheet is in the narthex, volunteers are needed.  Please check it out! 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Our annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 29th. 

Anyone who needs to submit a report for the booklet, please do so by January 

15th.  

 
First Communion 

Check your email for an update on rescheduling the First Communion class.  

There’s another Doodle poll to help select the new date and then the 1st communion 

itself will be the Sunday following the chosen class date. 

 
Prayer Pals 

SECRET PRAYER PALS:  Now that a new season of the Prayer Pals has begun, 

please remember…   Your only real commitment is to pray for your pal once a 

week!  It turns out, that most of you pray for your pal daily.  That’s up to you! 

Also, if you are able to remember your pal with cards, little gifts, whatever, 



occasionally, that is always appreciated BUT NOT NECESSARY!  As you, who 

attended the recent reveal lunch know, some of you are very grateful for whatever 

prayers you give and receive!  Some pals feel that the prayers they receive actually 

helped to save lives!  What a wonderful feeling!  We all know, that prayers do 

work miracles! 

I would like to share a message I recently received from a former prayer pal.  Some 

of you may remember Rosemary Dziedzic.  She was one of the original prayer 

pals; a friend of our former pal and member Marge Pohl.  Rosemary had moved a 

few years ago to live with her daughter in South Carolina.  I kept in contact with 

her daughter and kept up on Rosemary’s health issues.  What I wish to share is….   

Rosemary recently was released from a hospital under Hospice Care!  She told her 

daughter… “they think they’re sending me home to die.  I know that I’m going 

home to live!”   What a faithful, wonderful, inspiring, prayer pal she is!  Please add 

Rosemary and her family to your prayers.  Thank you. 

In Christian Love, 

Sue Kidder xo     

 

 

For Your Consideration 
I am writing to ask church members to consider filling openings on council.  Come 

and take part in the decision process.  I have enjoyed my time on council, but my 

term is ending.  Give it some thought – be a council member! 

 

Sincerely, 

Harold M Gardner 
 

Little Food Pantry 
Back in May, a cabinet was built at the southeast corner of Trinity’s main entrance, 

thanks to a local Girl Scout named Audrey Smith.  Audrey was working on earning 

her gold badge.  After much consideration , she had the small enclosure built to 

protect the food from the elements and to make it easy for those in need to pick up 

food when they need it most.  It is not a replacement for the larger Akron/Newstead 

food pantry, but aids people when they need a meal or two immediately.  The 

community was also encouraged to check the pantry and stock it regularly with 

non-perishable items.   

 



Well, as time passes and brings new changes, the time has come for Audrey to give 

up her dedication to the food pantry as she prepares for college and a job.  Audrey 

is asking the community to come to the aid of this mission.   

 

You are asked to stop by when you’re in the area to drop off non-perishable items 

like peanut butter, cereals, dry mac & cheese and Rice-a-Roni, etc.  (Make sure 

that the items are packed so breakage is not a concern with the colder weather 

approaching.)  If you or someone you know is in need, feel free to pick up a 

package or two.  Check the phone number on the door of the Little Pantry and give 

them a call, and arrangements will be made for you to receive more assistance. 

 

The large Food Pantry is open the First Tuesday of each month from 8:30-

10:30am.  At the time of registration, you will be asked for proof of residency. 

(Akron/Newstead)  Let us reach out, feed the hungry, and do God’s work for our 

neighbors in need. 

 

Thank you, 

Donna Kumpf  

 

Dear Members of Trinity, 

 

 For many years I have wanted to start a little pantry to help members of my 

community.  Thank you so much for helping to make my dream come true. 

 

 Thank you all for giving me this opportunity to serve my community, I 

appreciate all of your donations of food and hygiene supplies.  From blessing my 

pantry to continuously donating, the church has always been a great support of my 

project and I truly appreciate your continuous support. 

 

 At this time, I’m ready to turn the Little Pantry over to the church.  Thank 

you all for taking over this project, keeping it sustainable and helping to make the 

world a better place! 

 

Sincerely, 

Girl Scout Audrey Smith  

 
 



Hope Haven needs your help 
Hope Haven is a non-profit inpatient chemical dependency 

rehabilitation program that provides an opportunity for Western NY adults to 

overcome alcohol and substance use.  

 

Our 24/7 twenty-two bed unit is overseen by the New York State Office for 

Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) and housed on a secure floor of 

the Jerome Center, in Batavia, NY.  

 

We are always in need of donations for our recreation room and clothing room, and 

these are items in great need for the holiday season: 

 

board games - slightly used or new 

puzzles (100, 500, and/or 1000 pieces) 

yarn 

magazines (please cut out address) 

coats for males and females 

socks 

undergarments 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Shannon Kern 

Thank You 
Thank you to Harold and Pat Gardner for the new canister-style vacuum the 

purchased for the church! 

Trinity T-Shirts     
They are on still on sale, but they have moved to the closet in the hallway next to 

the office.  If you’d like to purchase one, please leave your $10 (cash or checks to 

Trinity Ev. Luth. Church with 't-shirts' in the memo line) in Tracy’s mailbox or on 

her desk in the office.  



Sunday Worship Leadership 
 

Ever feel called (or curious?) about participating in worship? There are lots of 

opportunities to participate and we’d love to see new faces keeping things running.  

Anyone who is of reading age can participate, and we will train you - please see 

Pastor any time.  

 

Adult Forum: 
Join us for our last Adult forum of 2022 where we conclude our discussion of 

“White Fragility” on December 11th.    

  

 
Bible Study: 

Bible study will be back Wednesday, January 18th at 6:30pm. We will start in 

the book of Matthew.   

 
Choir 

It’s not too late to join!  We are in need of more voices…please give some thought 

to joining us – all are welcome!  Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm.  

Please see David for dates for additional Sunday rehearsals.   

 
WI-FI 

Trinity now has community Wi-Fi! To access it, go to ‘Trinity Guest’ on your 

device, and then when prompted, enter the password:  BeABeacon 

 
 



AKRON-NEWSTEAD FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry is doing heroic work feeding our neighbors in the community! If 

you or someone you know is in need, here’s when the pantry is open: 

➢ Food distribution is on the first Tuesday of each month, from 8:30-10:30am. 

The next ones are: December 6th  

                    Christmas distribution: December 20th   

                     2023: January 3rd 

➢ Set up occurs on the day before each distribution starting at 8 am. 

➢  Call Jean Dolph at 716-908-2306 or Sharon Waff at 585-599-3893 for 

details. 

➢ Would you like to volunteer?  Sharon at sjwaff@yahoo.com. 

➢ To donate monetarily, please make checks payable to: ‘Akron Newstead 

Food Pantry. 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  or by appointment  

   Tracy: Thursdays 9:30 - 2 p.m.   

    

    Pastor Rick and Tracy will be away the last week in December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be a Beacon - seeking and reflecting the light of the Lord!

mailto:sjwaff@yahoo.com
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 

1st- Madyson Krieger 

12th- Aaron Infanti 

15th- Annette Cinotti 

17th- Nicole Kaminski 

26th- Carolyn Finger 

30th- Mary Palizay 

Emma Corbett 

 

 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 

10th - Mark & Donna Jurewicz 

14th - Harry & Judy Rowland 

18th - Bill & Tracy Kittel 

26th - Jane & Gordy Dorr 
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