Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
May 29th, 2022
Seventh Sunday of Easter

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his
death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—
and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have our robes
washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all the
saints.

•
•
•
•

PRELUDE
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER REQUESTS

For sections with an *, please stand as you are able
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
*OPENING HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns

*GREETING
L: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
ALL: And also with you.

*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
L: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may
be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34
Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into
jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business. In prison,
Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family.
L: 16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her.” And it came out that very hour.
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But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought
them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and
are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered
them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them
into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put
them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
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About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword
and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul
shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for
lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them
outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to
him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed
their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up

into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had
become a believer in God.
L: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 97
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous. (Ps. 97:12)
L: The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
ALL: 2Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
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L:
Fire goes before the LORD,
burning up enemies on every side.
ALL: 4Lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
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L:
The mountains melt like wax
before the Lord of all the earth.
ALL: 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
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L:
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.
ALL: 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
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L:
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
ALL: 10You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand | of the wicked.
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L:
Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the honest of heart.
ALL: 12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name.
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SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come,
Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invitation.
L: 12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
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Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life
and may enter the city by the gates.

“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
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The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
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L: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: John 17:20-26
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity
with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the
word that will bring others into this same unity.
L: The Holy Gospel according to John.
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.
L: [Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am
in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory
that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them
and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you
have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also,
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given
me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
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“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you

have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love
with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pastor Rick Mollenkopf-Grill

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise

APOSTLE’S CREED
L: Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith together using the words of the
Apostles' Creed...
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
Each prayer ends with these words:
L: God, in your mercy,
All: Hear our prayer.
L: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
All: Amen.
*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
ALL: And also with you.
*Please greet one another creatively – being mindful of physical distancing, with a sign of
Christ’s peace from where you are seated.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Any financial gifts you wish to give towards the ministry of Trinity may be placed in the offering plate at the
rear of the worship space. We give thanks for your sharing of your offerings this and every day.

L: Living God,
ALL: you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

L: In the night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
And gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
L: The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The minister will give instruction on the distribution of communion.

COMMUNION HYMN: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN: One Bread, One Body
To be sung during the distribution of communion

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
L: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in God’s grace, now
and forever.
ALL: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup

we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
ALL: Amen.
*BLESSING
L: God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN: Thine is the Glory

*DISMISSAL
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Office hours
Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Tracy: Thursdays 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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God's love is powerful...powerful enough to wade through our doubts, fears, and challenges.
And, God's love is for YOU and ALL!

Announcements
Please pray for:
➢ The family and friends of the victims of the mass shooting
in Buffalo
➢ The family and friends of the victims of the school
shooting in Uvalde, TX
➢ The family and friends of Jerry Zak
➢ Safe travel for: Bill Kittel
➢ Strength and healing for:
o
o
o
o
o

Helmut Bauder
Jim Kidder
Janelle Nati & baby Lowen
Vi Savage
Eileen Kittel

Counters: May: Jennifer June: Mary Lou July: Donna

Bible Study on Revelation
Join us Wednesday evenings, from 6:30-7:30, as we dig into the book of Revelation! It will
continue through June 8th.

Summer Campfires Are Back!
We'll gather on select Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 pm for great conversation, devotions,
snacks and more around the campfire outdoors at church.
Dress for the weather, bring your own lawn chair, bug spray and a snack or drink to share. Rain
on a date would cancel that date.
2022 Campfire dates:
June 15th,
July 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th;
August 17th, 24th & 31st

New Campfire Pit needed: Donation funds are needed to contribute towards the
purchase of a new metal campfire pit for our Summer Campfires. See Pastor Rick by June 1st to
donate.

Little Food Pantry at Trinity
A little food pantry box has been installed in the church parking lot, located next to the
paper and clothing collection bins. This is a project headed by Audrey Smith for her Gold
Award project in Girl Scouts.
The box is free for anyone to use 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Anyone can take
items they immediately need, and anyone can also donate items to share. Please refer to a list of
suggested items to donate that's posted on the box. Anyone wishing to make larger donations or
monetary donations can still drop them in the pantry donation bin next to the church door, or
please call or text (716) 913-9882.
At the end of worship on next Sunday, we will process out to the Little Food Pantry
to give thanks for and bless the pantry and those that will use and donate to it.

Sidewalk Sale – donations & volunteers needed
Through the end of May we will be collecting items (valued at at least $1.00) in a box
in the Youth Room. They will be organized into boxes on Friday June 17 th, and sold at the
sidewalk sale at 9 am June 18th.
Volunteers are also needed to set up tables and man the station on the day of in 2 hour
shifts. A sign-up sheet is available or please see Donna.
We are also asking for old newspapers to wrap the boxes in – especially the sports and
comic sections. We also need boxes – small to medium sized, like a shoe box or small amazon
box. Please consider sharing in the fun!

Food Pantry
The food pantry is on their last drive of the year and is busy stocking up. Please consider
donating either monetarily or with non-expired food donations.

Worship in the Park 2022
Join us this summer as we worship together at Russell Park with Akron First
Methodist Church! Please bring a food or refreshment to share for fellowship time after
worship.
Dates: June 26th, July 31st and August 28th all at 9:30 am

Choir Rehearsals
Choir will be meeting before worship at 8:30am on June 5th and June 12th.

