May greetings from Pastor Rick!
Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
Happy May everyone…and Happy Easter as well! Easter isn’t just a day, but
a whole season in the church. Easter lasts for 50 days, including Sundays
(compared to Lent’s 40 days…not counting Sundays). Actually, every Sunday
during the year is considered a ‘Little Easter’ as we do many of the same things in
worship that we also do on Easter, celebrating Holy Communion chief among
them.
Which leads me to our “why do we do the things that we do in church” topic for
this month:
Why do we have all these ‘seasons’ in the church?
Similar to the seasons we have in nature and the calendar we mark them on,
the church has its own seasons and calendar as well. It’s how we note the time and
how God is at work through all time.
It doesn’t always align with our ‘secular’ calendar though: that’s because
large chunks of the church year were started by the earliest Jesus followers, who
were still Jewish and followed the Jewish calendar, which is linked to the cycles of

the moon. It’s the reason why Easter lands on different dates every year. And as
such, it’s also why Easter is around the same time as Passover.
Holy Week and Lent that precedes it come before Easter. The Easter Season
follows Easter, and on the 50th day we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, the
commissioning of the apostles and the start of the Pentecost season which rolls all
the way to the end of the church calendar in late November. Pentecost (and the
season of Epiphany) are also known as Ordinary Time in other faith traditions.
The church calendar always starts four Sundays before Christmas with the season
of Advent. Christmas is a season as well that lasts for the twelve days that follow
Christmas Day (contrary to what the retail industry tells us). This leads up to the
Day of Epiphany and the Epiphany season which takes us to Lent. Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany are connected to our secular calendar because they were
set after the early church became more independent of its Jewish roots.
Interspersed in there are single-day festivals, like Transfiguration, Ascension,
Reformation, All Saints Day and others.
These seasons tell us the story of Jesus (Advent-Easter) and the story of
God’s people (Pentecost). Our Bible readings we have on Sundays (called the
lectionary) tell that story throughout the year.
How are the dates for church seasons set?:
• Easter: it lands on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the first day
of spring, lasting 50 days. Easter determines the timing of all the other
church seasons except Advent and Christmas.
• Lent: count the days backwards starting with the Saturday before Easter –
but don’t count Sundays – until you get to 40 days. That gets you to Ash
Wednesday and the start of Lent. Holy Week is the week leading up to Easter
(Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday & Good Friday) and is counted as part of
Lent. Lent does not count Sundays as they are considered ‘Little Easters.’
• Pentecost: 50 days after Easter – but this time DO count the Sundays – is
when the Day of Pentecost is. The season of Pentecost that follows varies in
length, but usually is half a year long.
• Advent: Advent always begins four Sundays before Christmas.
• Christmas: It starts December 25th, and goes until…
• Epiphany: It starts January 6th and goes until Lent. Epiphany also varies in
length.
Now you know!

By The Way…
I am so proud of how our church went ‘all out’ for our Lenten Diaper Drive! All
Babies Cherished in Batavia was so grateful for receiving the 5,572 diapers we
collected. Trinity finished 5th out of the 35 churches that collected for the Synodwide drive. The top 4 churches are larger than us too, so that makes our number
collected even more outstanding! The Synod total was 93,542. It proved to me
something that I learned when I arrived as your pastor that when presented with a
need in our community, Trinity’s generosity comes flowing forth. I give thanks for
all of your generosity! Hang on to this success as we move forward as a church.
Blessings, grace, and peace in the Easter Season and Spring to come,

Pastor Rick MG

LIVESTREAMING AVAILABLE
Not able to make it to worship service in person? Don’t forget to join us
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on our livestream. To access it, go to
www.youtube.com, type in ‘Trinity Akron’ in the search bar, and you should find
our page. Then click on the day’s worship to watch from home.
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram if you haven’t already!
On Facebook we are: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Newstead. On
Instagram we are trinityakronny.

Your friendly Covid reminder: Do not come to church if you are
feeling ill in the slightest. Let’s keep doing what we’ve been doing so
well, loving and caring for our neighbors.

Upcoming:
➢ May 1st: 150th Anniversary Committee meeting @ 10:45am
➢ May 4th: Bible Study 6:30-7:30pm
➢ May 4th: Choir rehearsal @ 7:30 pm
➢ May 5th @ 11am – Due date to email any printed items for council
➢ May 7th: Church Committee Retreat @ 9am
➢ May 8th: Sunday School @10:45 am
➢ May 10th: Council Meets @ 7pm
➢ May 11th: Bible Study 6:30-7:30pm
➢ May 11th: Choir rehearsal @ 7:30 pm
➢ May 18th: Bible Study 6:30-7:30pm
➢ May 18th: Choir rehearsal @ 7:30 pm
➢ May 22nd: Adult Forum @10:45 am
➢ May 25th: Bible Study 6:30-7:30pm
➢ May 25th: Due date for Beacon submissions
➢ May 25th: Choir rehearsal @ 7:30 pm
*Submissions for announcements for the Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday
prior to that bulletin.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
❖ The family and friends of: Elaine Gresco & Jim Bauer
❖ Strength and healing for:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Pat Babiarz – suffered a stroke
Austin Penn – recovery from brain tumor removal
Helmut Bauder – successful surgery
Sharon Dixon – serious fall – healing, patience & understanding
Bob Koch – healing at home
Joy Santiago – chronic back pain
Barb Atkins – stroke
Eileen Kittel (Bill’s mother) beginning chemo

Church Committee Retreat: May 7
Did you know that Trinity has a number of committees to ensure that the life and
business of the church run well? On Saturday, May 7th from 9 am-noon, we are
gathering our committees together in one place (the fellowship hall) for a great
morning of breakfast, devotions, refocusing and renewal for our work together and
as individual committees.
Council members are expected to attend, committee members should be there too,
and if anyone else is interested in joining us please reach out to a council member.
Please contact Lisa Kaminski to RSVP for breakfast and find out how you can help
with our meal together.

Bible Study Returns
Join us Wednesday evenings in May from 6:30-7:30! We begin “at the end” as
we dig into the book of Revelation. Bible study will run through June 8th.

The Hospitality Room Returns
The hospitality room - and after-worship fellowship - is back! We hope you'll hang
around after Sunday worship to get to know each other better once again and have
those in-person connection times we've missed so much. There is a sign-up sheet
available if you'd be able to help with refreshments - or see Paula Jendrowski if
you'd like to help.

Summer Campfires Are Back!
We'll gather on select Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 pm for great
conversation, devotions, snacks and more around the campfire outdoors at church.
Dress for the weather, bring your own lawn chair, bug spray and a snack or drink
to share. Rain on a date would cancel that date.

2022 Campfire dates:
June 15th,
July 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th;
August 17th, 24th & 31st
New Campfire Pit needed: Donation funds are needed to contribute towards the
purchase of a new metal campfire pit for our Summer Campfires. See Pastor Rick
by June 1st to donate.

Coming Soon
Trinity is becoming a host site for a Little Food Pantry (not to be confused
with the 'bigger' Akron-Newstead Food Pantry). A local Girl Scout for her Gold

Award project will be constructing and installing an outdoor cabinet in the parking
lot for a Little Food Pantry.
Anyone can access the Little Food Pantry 24/7 if they need an item to get by in a
pinch. The Little Food Pantry can also be "restocked" 24/7 by anyone who wants
to give back to the community with individual items that people might need to get
by. Look for this Little Food Pantry to be ready this spring...and we'll even go
outside at the end of Sunday worship to bless the pantry once it's ready!

Spaghetti Supper
Thank you to all those who donated ingredients and/or their time for the
spaghetti supper in order to make it a success! We raised $1,000 and the bake sale
raised $879.50 for Ukrainian refugee relief! That will be sent to Lutheran Disaster
Response (LDR) who is working with agencies on the ground that are helping
refugees. 100% of what LDR brings in goes directly to people in need.

Thank You
Thank you to all of the people that donated diapers & helped with delivery for the
Synod Diaper Drive! We collected 5572 diapers! They were donated to All Babies
Cherished in Batavia with their profound thanks.

Choir Rehearsals
Choir is meeting on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm through the month of May.
All are welcome!

Sunday School
Join us next week, May 8 following worship for Sunday School! It will be a
shorter meeting so you’ll be out by 11ish.

150th Anniversary Meeting
Join us on the first Sunday of each month for a meeting of the 150th anniversary
planning committee. We are currently planning an outdoor worship and picnic at
Akron Falls Park on July 17th! Ideas & volunteers are warmly welcomed!

Akron’s Sidewalk Sale
Remember the days we collected items with a value of at least $1.00? The
fun we had packing them in boxes and wrapping in comic papers (which we had
been collecting for a while) and marking them according to age & gender? The few
hours we stood on Main St. in Akron to offer our items to passers by for $1? Well,
that time is back!
Trinity will be sharing this activity again. Throughout the months of April
and May we will be collecting the items in a box in the Youth Room (found off of
the fellowship hall) and assembling them. On Friday, June 17th, we will gather to
wrap and mark the items, and on Saturday, June 18th the sale will start at 9 am, and
continue until all of the packages are sold. A sign-up sheet will be put out soon for
volunteers to set up tables and man the station (2 hour shift.) Please consider either
donating a few items or volunteering and share in the fun!

ADULT FORUM
Our last Adult Forum this Spring is May 22nd following worship. We will be
talking about ideas and plans for Adult Forums for the next school year and we
would love your feedback. All are welcome - the coffee will be on!

WI-FI
Trinity now has community Wi-Fi! To access it, go to ‘Trinity Guest’ on your
device, and then when prompted, enter the password: BeABeacon

AKRON-NEWSTEAD FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is doing heroic work feeding our neighbors in the community! If
you or someone you know is in need, here’s when the pantry is open:
➢ Food distribution is on the first Tuesday of each month, from 8:30-10:30am.
The next ones are: May 3rd & June 7th.
➢ Set up occurs on the day before each distribution starting at 8 am.
➢ Call Jean Dolph at 716-908-2306 or Sharon Waff at 585-599-3893 for
details.
➢ Would you like to volunteer? Sharon at sjwaff@yahoo.com.
➢ To donate monetarily, please make checks payable to: ‘Akron Newstead
Food Pantry

OFFICE HOURS:
Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. or by appointment
Tracy: Thursdays 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
*Please note Tracy’s office hours will be Thursdays moving forward, please email any time

Be a Beacon - seeking and reflecting the light of the Lord!

MAY BIRTHDAYS:
3rd- Jason Fix
7th- Bentley Jones
6th - Deanna Kruschke
8th - Samantha Kern
9th- Brian Nehrboss
14th- Helmut Bauder
Dylan Greiner
th
16 - Garrett Jurewicz
Madison Brege
th
17 - Mitchell Edgar
18th- Annette Nagy
21st - David Adamczak
24th- Jim Lobur
25th- Meghan Greiner
26th- Jane Dorr
27th - Jena Jendrowski
Pastor Rick
th
28 - Ruth Walworth
31st- Curtis Kruschke
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