Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
May 8st, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Easter

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of
Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the
great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.

•
•
•
•

PRELUDE
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER REQUESTS

For sections with an *, please stand as you are able

*OPENING HYMN:

*GREETING
L: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
ALL: And also with you.

*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
L: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd
of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that
we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
ALL: Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill
and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.
L: 36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to
us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.
L: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the
lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering.
L: 9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice,
saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
L: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: John 10:22-30
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father
are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be
snatched from his hand.
L: The Holy Gospel according to John.
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.
L: 22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him
and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my
Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.
27
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they
will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are
one.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pastor Rick Mollenkopf-Grill

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Blessing and Honor
Green Book: #525

The Holy Baptism of

Henrik Avery Swendsen
PRESENTATION
L: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us
to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.
Sponsors: I present Henrik Avery Swendsen for baptism.
L: (to Parents): Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire
to have your child baptized into Christ?
Parents: I do.
L: (to Parents): As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the holy
supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in his hands
the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that your child may learn to trust
God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and
work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents: I do.
L: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this person in the Christian faith as you are empowered
by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the
church?

Sponsors: I do.
L: People of God, do you promise to support Henrik and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
All: We do.
Please stand as you are able.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
L: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
L: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
All: I renounce them.
L: Do you believe in God the Father?
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
L: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
L: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters
at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all
living things. Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them
with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land.
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ
has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female,
but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Please be seated.
BAPTISM
L: Henrik Avery Swendsen, I baptize you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Blessed be God, the source of all life,
the word of salvation,
the spirit of mercy.
L: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Henrik with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in

your presence, both now and forever.
All: Amen.
L: Henrik Avery Swendsen, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever.
All: Amen.
WELCOME
A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized
(to a sponsor of a young child)
L: Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
L: Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God, and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all
the world.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
Each prayer ends with these words:
L: God, in your mercy,
All: Hear our prayer.
L: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
All: Amen.
*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
ALL: And also with you.
*Please greet one another creatively – being mindful of physical distancing, with a sign of
Christ’s peace from where you are seated.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Any financial gifts you wish to give towards the ministry of Trinity may be placed in the offering plate at the
rear of the worship space. We give thanks for your sharing of your offerings this and every day.

L: Living God,
ALL: you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

L: In the night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
And gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
L: The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The minister will give instruction on the distribution of communion.

COMMUNION HYMN: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN: You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
To be sung during the distribution of communion

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
L: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in God’s grace, now
and forever.
ALL: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
ALL: Amen.

*BLESSING
L: God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN:

*DISMISSAL
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Office hours
Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Tracy: Thursdays 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
*Please note Tracy’s office hours will be Thursdays moving forward, please email any time
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God's love is powerful...powerful enough to wade through our doubts, fears, and challenges.
And, God's love is for YOU and ALL!

Announcements
Please pray for:
➢ Thanksgiving for: successful surgery for Mary and
Morgan
➢ The family and friends of:
o Jack Routlege
o Don Hake
o David Parker
o Rusty Breton
➢ Strength and healing for:
o
o
o
o
o

Pat Babiarz – recovery
Austin Penn – recovery
Sharon Dixon – healing, patience & understanding
Bob Koch – healing at home
Helmut Bauder – healing at home

Counters: May: Jennifer

June: counter needed

Council: Next meeting is May 10th at 7:00 pm

Happy Mother’s Day
to all the mothers, grandmothers and caregivers!

We welcome to God's family Henrik Avery Swensen,
son of Adam and Maribeth Swendsen, through the
sacrament of Holy Baptism

Bible Study on Revelation
Join us Wednesday evenings, from 6:30-7:30, as we dig into the book of Revelation! It will
continue through June 8th.

Adult Forum
Our last Adult Forum this Spring is May 22nd following worship. We will be talking about
ideas and plans for Adult Forums for the next school year and we would love your feedback.
All are welcome - the coffee will be on!

Summer Campfires Are Back!
We'll gather on select Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 pm for great conversation, devotions,
snacks and more around the campfire outdoors at church.
Dress for the weather, bring your own lawn chair, bug spray and a snack or drink to share. Rain
on a date would cancel that date.
2022 Campfire dates:
June 15th,
July 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th;
August 17th, 24th & 31st

New Campfire Pit needed: Donation funds are needed to contribute towards the
purchase of a new metal campfire pit for our Summer Campfires. See Pastor Rick by June 1st to
donate.

New! Little Food Pantry at Trinity
A little food pantry box has been installed in the church parking lot, located next to the
paper and clothing collection bins. This is a project headed by Audrey Smith for her Gold
Award project in Girl Scouts.
The box is free for anyone to use 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Anyone can take
items they immediately need, and anyone can also donate items to share. Please refer to a list of
suggested items to donate that's posted on the box. Anyone wishing to make larger donations or
monetary donations can still drop them in the pantry donation bin next to the church door, or
please call or text (716) 913-9882.
At the end of worship on Sunday, June 5th, we will process out to the Little Food Pantry
to give thanks for and bless the pantry and those that will use and donate to it.

Sunday School
Join us TODAY following worship for Sunday School! It will be a shorter meeting so you’ll
be out by 11ish.

Sidewalk Sale – donations & volunteers needed
Throughout the month of May we will be collecting items (valued at at least $1.00) in a
box in the Youth Room. They will be organized into boxes on Friday June 17 th, and sold at the
sidewalk sale at 9 am June 18th.
Volunteers are also needed to set up tables and man the station on the day of in 2 hour
shifts. A sign-up sheet is available or please see Donna.
We are also asking for old newspapers to wrap the boxes in – especially the sports and
comic sections. We also need boxes – small to medium sized, like a shoe box or small amazon
box. Please consider sharing in the fun!

Choir Rehearsals
Choir is meeting on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome!

