Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
April 24th, 2022
Second Sunday of Easter

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because
it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week
of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign
celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will
return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and
taste his presence, and offering us his peace.

•
•
•
•

PRELUDE
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER REQUESTS

For sections with an *, please stand as you are able
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

*OPENING HYMN: Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain

*GREETING
L: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
ALL: And also with you.
*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
L: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son.
By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His
response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of
forgiveness of sin through repentance.
27
When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest
questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on
us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human
authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on
a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey him.”
L: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 118:14-29
You are my God, and I will exalt you. (Ps. 118:28)
L:

14

The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
ALL: 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
16
L:
The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
17
ALL:
I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
18
L:
The LORD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
19
ALL:
Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
L:
“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
21
ALL:
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22
L:
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23
ALL:
By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
L:
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25
ALL:
Hosanna! O LORD, save us!
We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!
26
L:
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD;
we bless you from the house of the LORD.
27
ALL:
The LORD is God and has given us light.
Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar.
28
L:
You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.
29
ALL:
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
20

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian
prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present,
and end of all time.
L: 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.
L: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his
fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the
blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.”
L: The Holy Gospel according to John.
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.
L: 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in

this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Pastor Rick Mollenkopf-Grill

*HYMN OF THE DAY: O Savior, Precious Savior

*APOSTLE’S CREED
ALL:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
Each prayer ends with these words:
L: God, in your mercy,
All: Hear our prayer.
L: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
All: Amen.
*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
ALL: And also with you.
*Please greet one another creatively – being mindful of physical distancing, with a sign of
Christ’s peace from where you are seated.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Any financial gifts you wish to give towards the ministry of Trinity may be placed in the offering plate at the
rear of the worship space. We give thanks for your sharing of your offerings this and every day.

L: Living God,
ALL: you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

L: In the night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
And gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
L: The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The minister will give instruction on the distribution of communion.
COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION HYMN: Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup
To be sung during the distribution of communion

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
L: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in God’s grace, now
and forever.
ALL: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
ALL: Amen.
*BLESSING
L: God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
ALL: Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*DISMISSAL
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Office hours
Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Tracy: Tuesdays & Thursdays 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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God's love is powerful...powerful enough to wade through our doubts, fears, and challenges.
And, God's love is for YOU and ALL!

Announcements
Please pray for:
➢ The family and friends of: Terry Brackett
➢ Strength and healing for:
o Bob Koch – healing at home
o Joy Santiago – chronic back pain

o
o
o
o

Barb Atkins – stroke
Sherry & Mark Rosner – ear infection and covid
Shirley Smith – healing
Randy Savage - healing

Counters: April: Donna May: Jennifer

Today: Adult Forum
Please stay after worship today for Adult forum at 10:45. Coffee will be on!

Bible Study Returns
Join us Wednesday evenings starting May 4th, from 6:30-7:30. We begin “at the end” as we dig
into the book of Revelation.

Spaghetti Supper
Thank you to all those who donated ingredients and/or their time for the spaghetti supper in
order to make it a success!

Free Wurlitzer Organ Concert
Join the choir at the Riviera Theater for a FREE concert and silent film! On Wednesday April
27th at 7:30, they will be showing the 1928 classic silent film, “Steamboat ill Jr.” with
accompanying organist, Clark Wilson. The address is 67 Webster St. in North Tonawanda,
come early and see you there!

Church Committee Retreat: May 7
Did you know that Trinity has a number of committees to ensure that the life and business of
the church run well? On Saturday, May 7th from 9 am-noon, we are gathering our committees
together in one place (the fellowship hall) for a great morning of breakfast, devotions,
refocusing and renewal for our work together and as individual committees. Council members
are expected to attend, committee members should be there too, and if anyone else is interested
in joining us please reach out to a council member. Please contact Lisa Kaminski to RSVP for
breakfast and find out how you can help with our meal together.

Choir Rehearsals
Choir is meeting on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm starting May 4th. All are welcome!

