Greetings from Pastor Rick!
Happy September, and happy back to school! Blessings for all of the
students, faculty and staff, and families for whom this is an exciting (and
sometimes stressful) time of year. I’m taking some time in this month’s Beacon to
ask this question, which relates to many areas of our church:

What is faith formation?
Put simply, faith formation is anything that forms our faith. What formed
your faith in your life? Many of us would point to Sunday School and
confirmation/catechism growing up and would also point to our families and even
Sunday worship.
For me, what formed faith in my life is all of that, plus youth group, summer
camp(!), service and mission trips, my family upbringing, and even everyday life
and all the ups and downs that came along with that.
So, faith formation can take many shapes both here at church and well
beyond. It’s a term that we’re beginning to live into here at Trinity.
We used to know faith formation as parish education, and primarily Sunday
School at that (along with confirmation). And that was good. I give thanks that
education has happened well over the years through dedicated people. It formed
your faith, and that’s a very good thing.
Going forward we are going to live into faith formation as a wholistic way
of thinking. Faith formation begins at baptism, and flows through Sunday School,
confirmation, youth activities…all the way through to Sunday worship, Bible

Study, and beyond. Faith formation is lifelong learning and growth, and it doesn’t
end. Faith formation is experiencing our faith hands-on. Faith formation is getting
outside our doors and learning from our community neighbors. Faith formation is
digging deep into the Bible, into Luther’s teachings and more to raise up our next
generations of people of faith who love Jesus, love others, and love this world
enough to want to work to help make it a better place for all.
With the pandemic waning enough that we can come back together inperson, we are going to ramp up our parish education – oops, I mean faith
formation – activities. So, if you and your family are looking for ways to form your
faith, or the faith of your children, I invite you to join us at Trinity as there is a
place for you here!
Read on for more about all the faith formation opportunities for your
children, your family, and yourself to take part in. Now, I can’t do all this alone, so
I’ll be asking for your support in a lot of this too. It takes a village to raise a family,
and at Trinity we’ll do that as well.
I hope you’re as excited as I am to take this hopeful look at faith formation
this school year and beyond!

Pastor Rick MG
By the way: CHOWDER TIME is almost here! Stay tuned for ways you can help
our biggest fundraiser of the year happen well.
And, GO BILLS!

LIVESTREAMING AVAILABLE
Not able to make it to worship service in person? Don’t forget to join us Sunday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. on our livestream. To access it, go to www.youtube.com, type in
‘Trinity Akron’ in the search bar, and you should find our page. Then click on the day’s
worship to watch from home.
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram if you haven’t already! On
Facebook we are: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Newstead. On Instagram
we are trinityakronny.

Next council meeting: September 13, at 7pm

We welcome Pastor Serena Mollenkopf-Grill to Trinity for
a Pastor Swap this Sunday, September 4th!

Please Pray For…
The friends & family of Ed Place, Hal Ferguson and Dennis Cummings
Strength & Healing for:
Carol Ferguson – back pain
Linda Finger
Claud – Bladder cancer
Levi Hall
Nancy Dean
David Hofmeier’s sister, Lois – Lymphoma
Diane Hurne’s son, Jim – radiation & chemo
Harold Finger – Aspiration on the back
Vince Fazio – father-in-law of Krisine Fazio, Flo’s daughter – healing
Shirley Smith
And the people of Ukraine, suffering from war.
Prayers are a powerful way to lift up people who are sick, injured or
suffering for God's healing. Let us know of names you would like to have the
church pray for, and we'll add them to the list here and in the Beacon. If you wish
for names to remain anonymous, you can let Pastor Rick know privately and he'll
pray for them silently. Names will remain in the bulletin and Beacon for around a
month unless you let us know to extend their listing or remove them sooner. There
is a list near the offering collection plate to write names down, or you can leave a
message with the church office.

Faith Formation at Trinity

You are invited to take part in any of these Faith Formation opportunities. We’ll be
flexible with age and grade as we ‘catch up’ on some of these offerings that got
sidelined during the pandemic. Please reach out to Pastor Rick at
pastorrickmg@gmail.com or through the church office if you and your family are
interested in any of these opportunities:

Sunday Worship Leadership: Ever feel called to help make

worship happen? Do you like to pray? Do you like reading? Are you nervous about
the prospect of standing in front of people to help lead worship? We do too! You
could help with candle lighting, or Bible reading, singing, distributing communion,
running the video and sound system, and more. Anyone who is of reading age can
participate, and we will train you.

Youth-related activities:
First Communion: The sacrament of Holy Communion (one of two

sacraments in the Lutheran church; baptism is the other) is a celebration and a
remembrance of all that Christ has done for us through the cross. It is forgiveness,
grace, and more. First Communion is a two-hour class where we’ll have
conversation about communion, go through the ‘nuts and bolts’ and then bake your
own communion bread to use in your first communion in Sunday worship. Class
will be on a Saturday morning or afternoon depending on the group. Any child who
believes in the above as coming from Jesus can take part in First Communion
class. Note that there is no set age for this, it is for whenever parents think their
child is ready. Scheduling depends on interest and family availability.

Sunday School: Our Sunday School staff has been hard at work creating a
program that is engaging, hands-on and faith-filled to “nurture [children] in faith
and prayer.” Each class, we’ll sing, pray, use our hands, heads and hearts, and
more. Each class will connect with a Bible reading used in Sunday worship that
day. Sunday School will take place roughly twice each month during the
school year, following Sunday Worship from 10:45-11:30 am. Our fall dates
are: September 11 & 25, October 9, 23 & 30, November 20, and December 4 &
18. Let our church office know if you’re interested in Sunday School!

Confirmation: Designed for 7-8th grade youth, Confirmation is deep

learning about what we believe in: the Lord’s Prayer, creed, commandments; the
story of Jesus and God’s people who came before and after Jesus; and we learn
more about our sacraments. And we’ll do it in a way that’s engaging, hands-on, and
gets us out into our community to see all of this at work. Confirmation is a twoyear program, and is fluid in that it’s a mix of classes, field trips, summer camp at
LCLC and more. At the end, we’ll celebrate in Sunday worship in the fall of the 9th
grade year and say yes to actively living into our faith. Scheduling depends on
interest and family availability.

Baptism: This sacrament is God blessing and holding us holy, God believing

in us, and God labeling us as God’s children, all wrapped into one. Anyone from
ages 0-120 can be baptized. There is a pre-baptism session with Pastor Rick
involved in the weeks leading up to the date of baptism, which can happen at
almost any time during the year.

Youth Ministry: For youth in grades 6-12, youth group is an occasional

gathering of youth for fun, relationship-building, prayer, service and more. We will
also tie in with Lutheran Youth WNY and Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center
(LCLC) programs. This is for youth that want to live out their faith with peers and
connect deeper with their faith. Scheduling depends on interest and family
availability.

First Bible: When we have our children baptized, we promise to “place in

their hands the holy scriptures.” This class will get you ready to live into that
promise. Designed for children entering third grade (but can be for older children
too!), First Bible is a fun introduction to the Bible for families and gives you some
tools to dig into the Bible at home. It’s a one-hour class, followed up by a
presentation of an age-appropriate Bible to participants during Sunday worship.
Scheduling depends on interest and family availability.

Parent help needed: We’ll need you to help us with many of these

activities! Do you have a passion for working with children and youth? Do you
want to help raise others in the faith? Do you really like pizza?! Let’s be in
touch…if you have children in these programs, stay tuned for opportunities to help
make them happen.

Adult-related activities:
Adult Forum: This is a time after worship once a month to engage the

issues facing our world where the church can show a different way.
With the Tops mass shooting in Buffalo back in May, we have an
opportunity to learn the underlying causes of that tragedy and learn
how we can play a role in bringing hate to an end. We’ll be
discussing the book “White Fragility” by Robin DeAngelo at our
first Adult Forum on September 18th following Sunday worship
from 10:45-11:45 am. Other Adult Forum dates this fall are
October 16th, November 13th and December 11th.

Bible Study: Yes, Bible Study is faith formation too! We dig deep into the

Bible as we work through a book, learning more about the context back in the time
it was written, the context for today, and we learn from each other’s own wisdom
and knowledge. We are currently working through the book of Revelation. Bible
Study restarts on September 14th from 6:30-7:30 and continues on Wednesday
evenings through November 16th.

Trinity 'God's Work, Our Hands' t-shirts!
The t-shirt sizes have been restocked! (cash or checks to Trinity Ev. Luth.
Church with 't-shirts' in the memo line). Great to wear out and about!

Updated Church Directory
The directory is being updated with current phone numbers & addresses. In the
narthex you’ll find a draft copy of the new directory. Please take a moment to look
through it and note any changes with the red pen and highlighter that you’ll find
there. If your entry is correct, please initial it! Thank you!

Choir

Choir is resuming soon! We are in need of more voices…please give some thought
to joining – all are welcome! Choir resumes Sept. 14th on Wednesday evenings at
7:30 pm.

WI-FI

Trinity now has community Wi-Fi! To access it, go to ‘Trinity Guest’ on your
device, and then when prompted, enter the password: BeABeacon

AKRON-NEWSTEAD FOOD PANTRY

The food pantry is doing heroic work feeding our neighbors in the community! If
you or someone you know is in need, here’s when the pantry is open:
 Food distribution is on the first Tuesday of each month, from 8:30-10:30am.
The next ones are: September 6th & October 4th
 Set up occurs on the day before each distribution starting at 8 am.
 Call Jean Dolph at 716-908-2306 or Sharon Waff at 585-599-3893 for
details.
 Would you like to volunteer? Sharon at sjwaff@yahoo.com.
 To donate monetarily, please make checks payable to: ‘Akron Newstead
Food Pantry

OFFICE HOURS:

Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. or by appointment
Tracy: Thursdays 9:30 - 2 p.m.
Tracy is away September 1-5th

Be a Beacon - seeking and reflecting the light of the Lord!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1st- Tracy Dorr-Kittel
Collin Frey
nd
2 - Ronda Lauridsen
8th- Tiffany Greiner
Erv Easton
12th - Sarah Linneman
16th- Kelsey Sundown
25th - Betty Williams
28th- Bill Kittel

SEPTEMBER BAPTISMS:
11th - Jane Dorr

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES:
4th - Harold & Pat Gardner
6th - Paul & Darla Infanti
28th - Bob & Betty Williams

9

10

11

12

13

14

