
 

 

Greetings from Pastor Rick!
 

Hello Trinity Friends! 

 

What a gift God has been giving us this brilliant fall season! I can’t recall an 

autumn with such vibrant color in the leaves, or (when it wasn’t raining) such 

beautiful weather. I hope in saying this that I’m not jinxing the winter to come! 

As I write my article for this month, I’m simultaneously working on my sermon for 

Sunday. And it got me interested in sharing with you our question for the month: 

 

Why do we use certain Bible readings in worship? 

 

For those of you that have been active in church a long time, you’ve likely 

noticed that there are Bible readings in worship that pop up every so often, and 

there’s other things in the Bible that never get a mention in our worship readings. 

Of course, our Christmas and Easter readings are the same every year (or so they 

seem…). But there’s others that only pop up once in a great while, and there are 

yet others that pop up maybe twice a year. So, what’s with this? 

 

Our worship format usually has an Old Testament reading, a Psalm, a New 

Testament reading, and a Gospel reading. All of them point towards gospel (good 

news) and point towards Jesus. If they don’t (and not all Bible verses do), they 

usually aren’t in Sunday worship. 

 

The Old Testament reading (sometimes readings from Acts are placed in this 



slot) tells of how God’s promise of life, love and grace worked through the people 

of the Old Testament (or in Acts) and points towards the Messiah (Jesus). The 

Psalm is a prayer, or a song, or a lament, or a poem of praise for God at work in the 

world, with references to things that people at the time the Psalms were written 

could easily understand (this is true for the whole Bible too). The New Testament 

reading (not one of the four gospels) tells of how God’s people, apostles and 

leaders of the early church understood and are trying to live into the life-changing 

good news that Jesus represents. On rare occasion, we’ll even catch readings out of 

Revelation as our New Testament reading! And, of course, there’s the Gospel 

reading out of one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

 

All of our Sunday readings are pre-determined in a three-year plan called a 

lectionary. There is more than one lectionary: we use the Revised Common 

Lectionary that many Lutheran and other churches use, but there’s also the 

Narrative lectionary that looks at the Biblical story in chronological order, and 

there are other lectionaries with different focuses out there too. We use this to make 

sure we’re getting into all the gospel – good news – that Jesus shares with us. 

 

Each of the three years of the lectionary focus on one of the Gospels: 

Matthew, Mark and Luke. John is sprinkled in there over the three years.  There is 

also a focus for the other readings. Right now, we’re wrapping up the year that 

Luke is the focus. Starting in the new church year (the first Sunday of Advent) we 

start into the Gospel of Matthew. 

 

So, why do this rather than simply pick our own readings each week? We do 

this because it’s our work to see where God is at work in the Bible readings 

provided. There’s also a purpose behind how they’re laid out. It can be neat to see 

how our Bible readings can sometimes have an uncanny connection to something 

that’s happening in the world. 

 

And it’s important to hear the Word of God in the Biblical story and in our 

own stories as a church and people. It’s our source to grow in our faith and love for 

God and one another! 

By the way: 

Thank you to all of those who have been working so hard this fall with our church 

activities and keeping Trinity working well! Whether you worked on the chowder 

sale, or the food pantry move, or the upcoming rummage sale, or whether you have 

been working all along on things that seem to go unnoticed, THANK YOU! Know 

that your efforts have not been in vain but are greatly appreciated and have not 

gone unseen. 



Blessings, 

Pastor Rick 
 

 

   

LIVESTREAMING AVAILABLE 
  

Not able to make it to worship service in person?  Don’t forget to join us Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 a.m. on our livestream.  To access it, go to www.youtube.com, type in 

‘Trinity Akron’ in the search bar, and you should find our page.  Then click on the day’s 

worship to watch from home.   

 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram if you haven’t already!  On 

Facebook we are: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Newstead.  On Instagram 

we are trinityakronny.   

 

 
 

Next council meeting: November 8th at 7:00 

 

Council & Committee Retreat: Rescheduled for January 21st  

 
Counters:    November: Ronda,  December: MaryLou 

 
 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/


Please Pray For… 
 

Strength & Healing for: 

 

Jim Walters– continued prayers for comfort and recovery  

Lori Baummer – strength & understanding  

Harold Finger – recovery from Covid   

Carolyn Finger – recovery from Covid 

Carol Ferguson – patience & healing  

Jurgen Arndt – continued recovery 

David Finger – strength & patience 

Lois Wolfe – strength during chemo 

Claude Schultz – upcoming surgery 

Eileen Kittel – upcoming surgeries  

Alec – 15 year old in ICU with respiratory illness & Barb (his mother)  

 

 

The family and friends of Isabel Fisher (relation to Flo Goeseke) and Louise 

Ribbeck 
 

 

Prayers are a powerful way to lift up people who are sick, injured or suffering for God's healing. 

Let us know of names you would like to have the church pray for, and we'll add them to the list 

here and in the Beacon. If you wish for names to remain anonymous, you can let Pastor Rick 

know privately and he'll pray for them silently. Names will remain in the bulletin and Beacon for 

around a month unless you let us know to extend their listing or remove them sooner. There is a 

list near the offering collection plate to write names down, or you can leave a message with the 

church office  

  

 

 
 
 
 



Sunday School 
Join us for Sunday School 2 (or 3) times a month after worship, from 10:45-11:30.  

Our next Sunday School dates are: November 20th, December 4th & 18th.    

 

Our next Sunday School Planning meeting is November 3rd at 10am – if you’d like 

to help us plan our curriculum for the rest of the year and for 2023, please stop by 

and join us!  

 

Rummage Sale 
This year’s rummage sale will be November 11th & 12th.  Set up will be on 

Thursday the 10th, and the hours for the sale are:  

 

6-8 pm on the 11th,  

and 9am – noon on the 12th (bag sale) 

 

To volunteer to help:  Please see MaryLou or Paula 

 

To donate items:  Please bring them in and put them in the  

labeled Sunday School room  

 

Flyers are available in the narthex – please take some and spread the word!  

(You can also print your own at the end of this Beacon) Or, you can share our event 

from our Trinity Facebook page. 

 
First Communion Class 

For the children ready for their first communion, we will be having a class on 

November 19th from 10-12 am.   A parent or guardian is also asked to join in as 

we bake our own communion bread to use for service and talk about what 

communion is all about:  why it’s a sacrament, why it’s important, and what to do 

when communion time comes during worship.  We’ll also try juice, wine and 

wafers we use most Sundays.  If your child is ready for communion and you have 

not already done so, please contact Pastor Rick to be included in this class.   

 

What to bring:  a parent or guardian, an apron or smock, clothes that could get a 

little flour on them, and your family calendar so we can set a date together.  



Chowder Sale 
Thank you to all those who helped with the chowder sale, either by sharing your 

time & talent or by donating ingredients.  It was a success, bringing in $5441.00 

and the bake sale brought in over $600, which will be added to the anniversary 

fund (10% of which is being pledged to the Community of Good Neighbors.)  

 
150th Anniversary Conclusion  

We will conclude our 150th anniversary celebrations with a special service on All 

Saints Sunday, Nov. 6th, followed by a light reception in the Fellowship Hall.    

 
All Saints Sunday 

As a part of our anniversary worship service on November 6th we remember those 

who now rest with the saints in life eternal. If you have a name of a loved one you 

want remembered, please add them to the sheet located on the back table in the 

narthex.   

 
For Your Consideration 

I am writing to ask church members to consider filling openings on council.  Come 

and take part in the decision process.  I have enjoyed my time on council, but my 

term is ending.  Give it some thought – be a council member! 

 

Sincerely, 

Harold M Gardner 
 

Thankoffering Service 
Trinity’s continues its annual tradition, taking part in the Women of the ELCA’s 

Thankoffering service, on November 13th.  This is a traditionally a service that can 

be held at a Ladies monthly meeting, or have the congregation join.  

 



We focus on giving thanks for all God has given us over the past year.  Sometimes 

we take for granted the simple things we receive, such as beautiful weather when 

we plan a ride to view the fall foliage, or to have a picnic.  Or when God grants us 

good health test results, or a bonus in our paycheck…the list goes on.  The 

Thankofferings can be given by placing a small bank/dish to have coins placed in 

every time we say “thank you,” or during our evening devotions.  Or, they may be 

a monetary gift given at church on November 13th to aid in the work of the Women 

of the ELCA:  Scholarships, medical care, rebuilding destroyed homes from 

floods, fires, etc… 

 

In the past, we’ve had special speakers – women serving as ushers, collectors of 

offering, readers, communion assistants, etc.  We have even had some simple skits 

to emphasize the work of the women of Trinity and the women of the ELCA.  This 

year, Pastor Rick suggested we have (in addition to the traditional volunteer roles) 

ladies sharing their stories of Faith.  We are looking for about 5 female volunteers 

willing to share their stories with the congregation.  The stories can be 2-3 minutes, 

no longer than 4-5 minutes per person.  To volunteer, or if you have any questions, 

please reach out to Pastor or Donna.  A sign-up sheet will also be in the Narthex.  

Please check it out!  
 

Little Food Pantry 
Back in May, a cabinet was built at the southeast corner of Trinity’s main entrance, 

thanks to a local Girl Scout named Audrey Smith.  Audrey was working on earning 

her gold badge.  After much consideration , she had the small enclosure built to 

protect the food from the elements and to make it easy for those in need to pick up 

food when they need it most.  It is not a replacement for the larger Akron/Newstead 

food pantry, but aids people when they need a meal or two immediately.  The 

community was also encouraged to check the pantry and stock it regularly with 

non-perishable items.   

 

Well, as time passes and brings new changes, the time has come for Audrey to give 

up her dedication to the food pantry as she prepares for college and a job.  Audrey 

is asking the community to come to the aid of this mission.  You are asked to stop 

by when you’re in the area to drop off non-perishable items like cereals, dry mac & 

cheese and Rice-a-Roni, etc.  (Make sure that the items are packed so breakage is 

not a concern with the colder weather approaching.)  

 



If you or someone you know is in need, feel free to pick up a package or two.  

Check the phone number on the door of the Little Pantry and give them a call, and 

arrangements will be made for you to receive more assistance. 

 

The large Food Pantry is open the First Tuesday of each month from 8:30-

10:30am.  At the time of registration, you will be asked for proof of residency. 

(Akron/Newstead)  Let us reach out, feed the hungry, and do God’s work for our 

neighbors in need. 

 

Thank you, 

Donna Kumpf  

 

 

Trinity T-Shirts     
They are on still on sale, but they have moved to the closet in the hallway next to 

the office.  If you’d like to purchase one, please leave your $10 (cash or checks to 

Trinity Ev. Luth. Church with 't-shirts' in the memo line) in Tracy’s mailbox or on 

her desk in the office.  

 
Sunday Worship Leadership 

 

Sunday Worship Leadership: Ever feel called to help make worship happen? 

Do you like to pray? Do you like reading? Are you nervous about the prospect of 

standing in front of people to help lead worship? We do too! You could help with 

candle lighting, or Bible reading, singing, distributing communion, running the 

video and sound system, and more. Anyone who is of reading age can participate, 

and we will train you. 

 

Adult-related activities:  

  

Adult Forum: This is a time after worship once a month to 

engage the issues facing our world where the church can show a 

different way. With the Tops mass shooting in Buffalo back in 

May, we have an opportunity to learn the underlying causes of 

that tragedy and learn how we can play a role in bringing hate 



to an end. We will continue to discuss the book “White 

Fragility” by Robin DeAngelo following Sunday worship from 

10:45-11:45 am on November 13th and December 11th.     
 

Bible Study: Join us as we dig deep into the Bible as we work through a book, 

learning more about the context back in the time it was written, the context for 

today, and we learn from each other’s own wisdom and knowledge. We are 

currently working through the book of Revelation. There are two remaining Bible 

Study sessions, November 2nd and 16th from 6:30-7:30.  

 

 

Choir 
It’s not too late to join!  We are in need of more voices…please give some thought 

to joining us – all are welcome!  Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm.  

Please note – choir will be meeting on Thursday, October 27th instead of October 

26th.   Please see David for dates for additional Sunday rehearsals.   

 
Upcoming 

 

Mark your calendars for these Holiday happenings: 

 

• Advent Devotions will begin on November 30th –  

                     Wednesday nights at 6:30pm  

• Service on Christmas Eve will be at 6:00 & 8:00 pm 

• Service on Christmas Day will be at 9:30 am 

• Service on New Years Day will be at 9:30 am 

 
Reverse Advent Food Pantry Calendar 

In December, you’ll have an opportunity to support the Food Pantry with a little 

game – the Reverse Advent Calendar.  Here’s how it works:  each day there is an 

item on the countdown calendar to pick up.  You can place them in your own box 

or in the box that you’ll find in the narthex (if you’d like to place the items in each 

time you come to church.)  At the end of the month each participant will have 



supported the food pantry with 24 new items!  Lists will be coming soon, keep an 

eye out in the narthex and the December Beacon.   
 

WI-FI 
Trinity now has community Wi-Fi! To access it, go to ‘Trinity Guest’ on your 

device, and then when prompted, enter the password:  BeABeacon 

 
AKRON-NEWSTEAD FOOD PANTRY 

The food pantry is doing heroic work feeding our neighbors in the community! If 

you or someone you know is in need, here’s when the pantry is open: 

➢ Food distribution is on the first Tuesday of each month, from 8:30-10:30am. 

The next ones are: November 1st, December 6th  

                    Thanksgiving Distribution: November 15th, 

                    Christmas distribution: December 20th   

➢ Set up occurs on the day before each distribution starting at 8 am. 

➢  Call Jean Dolph at 716-908-2306 or Sharon Waff at 585-599-3893 for 

details. 

➢ Would you like to volunteer?  Sharon at sjwaff@yahoo.com. 

➢ To donate monetarily, please make checks payable to: ‘Akron Newstead 

Food Pantry 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Pastor Rick: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  or by appointment  

   Tracy: Thursdays 9:30 - 2 p.m.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Be a Beacon - seeking and reflecting the light of the Lord!

mailto:sjwaff@yahoo.com
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 

3rd- MaryLou Groff 

Shirley Domon 

4th- Ryan Yaeger 

9th- Pastor Adam Miller-Stubbendick 

10th- Kennedy Sundown 

Ron Lobur 

11th - Peyton Palizay 

16th- Lani Jendrowski 

23rd - Robert Groff 

24th- Derek Edgar 

Tyler Johnson 

Ari Miller-Stubbendick 

26th- Bill Lawrie 

27th- Annette Adamczak 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 

17th - Ed & Dolores Place 

25th - Barry & Laura Pingitore 
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RUMMAGE     SALE 
 

Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 

4809 South Newstead Road 

Akron, NY 

 

Friday, November 11, 2022 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

& 
Saturday, November 12, 2022 

(Bag Sale) 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

 

 


